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LIECHTENSTEIN 

In some ways the small Alpine country of Liechtenstein, located between the territories of Austria and 
Switzerland, represents the only surviving fragment of the Holy Roman Empire. The lords of Liechtenstein 
were established in Austria and Moravia long before controlling the area of the modern country along the Upper 
Rhine. The Catholic baron Karl I obtained the Silesian duchies of Troppau and Jagerndorf, as well as the status 
of hereditary prince ( Filrst ) of Liechtenstein from the Holy Roman emperor in the early 17 th century. His 
grandson Hans Adam I purchased the adjacent lordships of Schellenberg (1699) and Vaduz (1711) from the 
counts of Hohenems. 1 The new acquisitions were immediate vassals of the Empire, increasing the status of their 
new owner. In 1719 Vaduz and Schellenberg were united into the principality of Liechtenstein by imperial 
decree, giving Anton Florian the status of a “sovereign” imperial prince ( Reichsfarst ). After the dissolution of the 
Holy Roman Empire in 1806, Liechtenstein joined the Confederation of the Rhine (1806—1814) and the 
German Confederation (1815 —1866), but remained independent, entering neither the Austrian nor the German 
empires. A limited constitution was granted in 1818 by Johann I to his subjects, followed by further 
constitutions in 1861 and 1921, both within the long reign of Johann II. The 1921 constitution formally 
transformed Liechtenstein into a constitutional monarchy. The principality of Liechtenstein has remained a 
small but sovereign and prosperous neutral country which, like its close economic associate and neighbor 
Switzerland, has not joined the European Union. 

Princes of Liechtenstein 

House of Liechtenstein 

1608—1627 Karl I ... son of Hartmann II of Liechtenstein-Nikolsburg; prince of Liechtenstein 
1627—1684 Karl Eusebius ... son of Karl I 

1684—1712 Hans Adam I 2 * ... son ofKarl Eusebius; purchased Schellenberg (1699) and Vaduz (1712) 

1721 — 1718 Joseph Wenzel I ... son of Philipp Erasmus, brother of Anton Florian (below); abdicated 

1718—1721 Anton Florian ... son of Hartmann, son of Gundakar, brother ofKarl I; imperial prince 1719 

1721 —1732 Joseph Johann Adam ... son of Anton Florian 

1732—1748 Johann Nepomuk Karl ... son of Joseph Johann Adam 

1748—1772 Joseph Wenzel I ... restored; regent 1732—1745 

1772—1781 Franz Joseph I ... son of Emanuel, brother of Joseph Wenzel I 

1781 — 1805 Alois I ... son of Franz Joseph I 

1805 — 1806 Johann I ... son of Franz Joseph I; abdicated 

1806—1813 Karl II ... son of Johann I; replaced, died 1871 

1813 — 1836 Johann I ... restored; regent since 1806 

1836—1858 Alois II ... son of Johann I 

1858—1929 Johann II, the Good ... son of Alois II 

1929—1938 Franz I ... son of Alois II 

1938—1989 Franz Joseph II ... son of Alois, son of Alfred, ’ son ofFranz, son ofjohann I; prince regent 
since 1938 

1989— Hans Adam II 4 ... son of Franz Joseph II 

Alois ... son of Hans Adam II; prince regent since 2004 


1 In the Middle Ages Vaduz and Schellenberg had formed part of the inheritance of the counts of Werdenberg, 
who had been succeeded by the houses of Brandis, Sulz, and Hohenems (see Germany). 

1 Originally and more formally named Johann Adam Andreas. 

5 By Henriette, daughter of Alois II. 

4 Originally and more formally named Johannes Adam Ferdinand. 



